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I 

 

A. Data Collection 
 

The Mayor’s Office of Education requested data from 30 local and statewide colleges and 

universities for this study, including public and private, as well as two-year and four-year 

institutions, and received analyzable data from 20 diverse colleges and universities: 

 

Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania 

Chestnut Hill College 

Community College of Philadelphia 

Drexel University 

East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania 

Holy Family University 

Kutztown University of Pennsylvania 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

La Salle University 

Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania 

Millersville University of Pennsylvania 

Moore College of Art and Design 

Peirce College 

Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania 

Slippery Rock University of Pennsylvania 

Temple University 

University of the Arts (UArts) 

University of Pennsylvania (UPenn) 

University of the Sciences in Philadelphia (USciences) 

West Chester University of Pennsylvania 

 

These participating institutions submitted information about seven freshman cohorts entering 

college between 2003 and 2009, tracking their progress from the application process through 

graduation to the extent possible. The 2003 cohorts across the colleges, for example, offer six 

years of longitudinal data from first-year students’ application submissions to six-year 

completion rates. In addition, colleges provided disaggregated information across these 

indicators specifically for students from individual Philadelphia high schools.  

 

The Data Template presented on the following page provides the specific tool used to collect 

these data and an overview of the full list of indicators requested from colleges and universities, 

as well as the definitions of those indicators. This Data Template was created by the Data 

workteam of the Philadelphia Council on College and Career Success and vetted by other 

Council members and workteams. 

 

Eleven of the 20 colleges did not report on all of the indicators included in the template, and 

some indicators were simply not applicable (for example, some colleges do not offer 

developmental education courses).  As a result, (1) not all of the indicators included in the 

template are included in this report, and (2) different analyses in this report include different 

colleges.
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B. Data Requested from Colleges and Universities 
  
Figure A: The data template 

Fall 

Cohort

Total 

Applied

Total 

Accepted

Total 

Enrolled

Special 

Admits 

Enrolled

Mean 

SATV+ 

SATQ

Total 

Math

Total 

Pass Math 

Crs.

Total 

English

Total 

Pass 

Engl. Crs

Total Math 

and 

English

Total Pass 

Math and 

English 

Crs.

Total 

Completed 

First  Semester 

First 

GPA

Total 

Retained Fall 

1 to Fall 2

Total Completed 

Fall 1 through 

Spring 2

Total in Good 

Standing Fall 1 

Through Spring 2 

Total on Track to 

Graduation Fall 1 

Through Spring 2

Total 

Graduated 

in 4 years

Total 

Graduated 

in Six Years

  2003

  2004 -

  2005 -

  2006 - -

  2007 - -

  2008 - - - -

  2009 - - - - -

CEEB Code High School Name

Fall 

Cohort

Total 

Applied

Total 

Accepted

Total 

Enrolled

Special 

Admits 

Enrolled

Mean 

SATV+ 

SATQ

Total 

Math

Total 

Pass Math 

Crs.

Total 

English

Total 

Pass 

Engl. Crs

Total Math 

and 

English

Total Pass 

Math and 

English 

Crs.

Total 

Completed 

First  Semester 

First 

GPA

Total 

Retained Fall 

1 to Fall 2

Total Completed 

Fall 1 through 

Spring 2

Total in Good 

Standing Fall 1 

Through Spring 2 

Total on Track to 

Graduation Fall 1 

Through Spring 2

Total 

Graduated 

in 4 years

Total 

Graduated 

in Six Years

  2003

  2004 -

  2005 -

  2006 - -

  2007 - -

  2008 - - - -

  2009 - - - - -

Legend:  

Total Applied Number of students who graduated from Philadelphia high schools and within one year of graduation applied to your institution for each fall semester

Total Accepted Number of students from above group who were accepted

Total Enrolled Number of students who enrolled for first time in the fall semester

Special Admits Enrolled Number of students enrolled through Special Admissions Programs (e.g., students admitted conditionally, required to take a summer "bridge" program, etc.) 

Mean SATV+SATQ Average combined Verbal and Quantitative SAT score for fall enrolled first year students. If possible convert ACT scores to SAT equivalent scores prior to computing the average SATV+SATQ score.

Total Math Number of enrolled fall freshmen who were required to take a course of study to overcome deficiencies in Mathematics (e.g., failed a placement test, needed a remedial/developmental course prior to taking a first year college math course, etc.)*

Total Pass Math Crs. Number of enrolled fall first year students who completed and passed Math course required to overcome deficiencies

Total English

Total Passed Engl. Crs. Number of enrolled fall first year students who completed and passed English course required to overcome deficiencies in either/both writing and reading

Total Math and English Number of enrolled fall first year students who were required to take courses of study to overcome deficiencies in both English and Math

Total Pass Math and English Crs. Number of enrolled fall first year students who completed and passed English and Math courses required to overcome deficiencies in both English and Math

Total Completed First Semester Number from cohort who completed their first semester (i.e., completed at least 1 course credit in the first fall semester)

First GPA Average (mean) first semester GPA

Total Retained Fall 1 to Fall 2 Number from cohort who returned for their second fall semester

Total Completed Fall 1 through Spring 2 Number from cohort who completed their first four consecutive semesters

Total in Good Standing Fall 1 through Spring 2 Number from cohort who completed their first four consecutive semesters and having earned minimum CGPA to be considered in good academic standing at your institution

Total on Track to Graduation Fall 1 Through Spring 2 Number from cohort who complete their first four consecutive semesters and earned enough credits to enter their third fall as a junior.

Total Graduated in Four Years Number from cohort who graduated within 4 years

Total Graduated in Six Years Number from cohort who graduated within 6 years

** You may use IPEDS definition to identify first time first year students

CEEB Code High School Name Fall

Total 

Applied

Total 

Accepted

Total 

Enrolled

Special 

Admits 

Enrolled

Mean 

SATV+ 

SATQ

Total 

Math

Total Pass 

Math Crs.

Total 

English

Total Pass 

Engl. Crs

Total Math 

and English

Total Pass 

Math and 

English Crs.

Total Completed 

First  Semester First GPA

Total Retained 

Fall 1 to Fall 2

Total Completed 

Fall 1 through 

Spring 2

Total in Good 

Standing Fall 1 

Through Spring 2 

Total on Track to 

Graduation Fall 1 

Through Spring 2

Total 

Graduated 

in 4 years

Total 

Graduated in 

Six Years

111111 High School A 2003 50 40 25 5 1040 10 8 13 9 7 5 22 2.60 20 18 17 5 18

111111 High School A 2004 55 44 22 4 1050 11 9 22 15 6 4 20 2.58 19 17 16 4 -

111111 High School A 2005 44 38 19 3 1045 12 8 11 8 4 3 17 2.55 16 14 13 3 -

111111 High School A 2006 43 35 18 6 1040 13 7 10 7 3 2 16 2.75 14 12 10 - -

111111 High School A 2007 58 48 24 4 1045 14 8 12 8 6 6 22 2.68 21 19 12 - -

111111 High School A 2008 56 46 23 5 1050 15 9 8 9 7 5 21 2.65 20 - - - -

111111 High School A 2009 60 50 25 5 1050 16 4 12 3 5 3 23 2.77 - - - - -

222222 High School B 2003 5 4 3 0 1060 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 2.50 2 2 2 1 1

222222 High School B 2004 6 3 2 1 1070 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 3.00 1 0 0 0 -

222222 High School B 2005 3 2 2 0 1065 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 3.40 2 2 1 0 -

222222 High School B 2006 0 0 0 0 1060 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - -

222222 High School B 2007 4 3 1 0 1065 1 1 1 1 0 0 1 4.00 1 1 1 - -

222222 High School B 2008 0 0 0 0 1070 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - - - -

222222 High School B 2009 6 5 4 1 1070 2 1 1 1 1 0 3 3.33 - - - - -

College and University

Data Request Template

Cohort: Entering First Time Fall First Year Students Who Graduated From High Schools Located Within Philadelphia County

Applications and Enrollments All Enrolled First Time Fall Freshman from Philadelphia High Schools Who Were Philadelphia Residents

Sample

Applications and Enrollments All Enrolled First Time Fall First Year Students from Philadelphia High Schools

Applications and Enrollments All Enrolled First Time Fall First Year Students from Philadelphia High Schools

Total First Time Fall First Year Students 

from All High Schools (Including Phila. 

and Non-Phila. Schools)**

Separate Reports for Each Philadelphia 

High School

Number of enrolled fall first year students who were required to take a course of study to overcome deficiencies in either/both writing and reading (e.g., failed a placement test, needed a remedial/developmental course prior to taking a first year writing/reading college course)**
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C. The Framework for Data Analysis 
 

The analyses and findings in this report are organized around the Loss-Momentum Framework, 

designed by the Completion by Design Assistance Team at the Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation.
1
 The full framework is presented on page V of this technical appendix (Section E) 

and focuses on four juncture points in a student’s journey through college:   
 

1. Connection, or the application process 

2. Entry, or student placement and outcomes in developmental education coursework 

3. Progress, or movement through credit-bearing coursework 

4. Completion, or graduation 
 

 

Figure B shows the indicators as they correspond to these four elements:  

 
Figure B: The indicators organized along the Loss-Momentum Framework 

Connection  Entry  Progress Completion 

 

Total number of 

students who… 

Total number of 

students who… 

Total number of 

students who… 

Total number of 

applications  

…took developmental 

math courses 

…completed first 

semester  

… graduated in four 

years 

Total number of 

acceptances  

…passed 

developmental math 

courses …completed first year  

… graduated in six 

years  

Total number of 

students who enrolled  

…took developmental 

English courses 

…completed first two 

years  

 

 

…passed 

developmental English 

courses 

…were in good 

standing after two 

years  

 

  

…were on track to 

graduation after two 

years 

  

 

As noted earlier, given that not all colleges provided data for all indicators, this report does not 

always present data for the same cohort from connection through completion. In order to 

maximize the data, we made decisions about what colleges to include in our analysis on the basis 

of which schools had complete data in any one of the four Loss-Momentum areas: connection, 

entry, progress, or completion. In other words, the groups of colleges and universities included in 

the analyses may be different across each phase. Figure D on the next page provides an overview 

of which colleges were included in which analyses. 

 

 

                                                 
1 The Completion by Design initiative is a five year investment by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to enable groups of community college 
campuses in several different states to collaborate on the design and implementation of a model pathway to completion. 
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D. Colleges that Provided Complete Data for Each Set of Indicators 
 

  Admissions Remediation Persistence Completion 

Philadelphia 

Students 

Bloomsburg 

Chestnut Hill 

CCP (enrollment only) 

Drexel 

East Stroudsburg 

Holy Family 

Indiana 

Kutztown 

La Salle 

Lock Haven 

Millersville 

Moore 

Peirce (enrollment only) 

Shippensburg 

Slippery Rock 

Temple 

UArts 

UPenn 

USciences 

West Chester  

(20) 

Bloomsburg 

Chestnut Hill 

CCP 

East Stroudsburg 

Holy Family 

Indiana (Math only) 

Lock Haven 

Millersville 

Moore (English 

only) 

Shippensburg 

Slippery Rock 

Temple 

UArts 

 (English only) 

USciences (English 

only) 

West Chester 

(12 Math,  

14 English) 

Bloomsburg 

East Stroudsburg 

Indiana 

La Salle 

Lock Haven 

Millersville 

Moore 

Peirce 

Shippensburg 

Temple 

UArts 

West Chester  

(12) 

 

Bloomsburg 

Chestnut Hill 

Drexel 

East Stroudsburg 

Holy Family 

Indiana 

Kutztown 

La Salle 

Lock Haven 

Millersville 

Moore 

Peirce 

Shippensburg 

Temple 

UArts 

UPenn 

USciences 

West Chester  

(13) 

Non-

Philadelphia 

Students 

Bloomsburg 

Drexel 

East Stroudsburg 

Holy Family 

Indiana 

La Salle 

Lock Haven 

Millersville 

Shippensburg  

Slippery Rock   

(enrollment only) 

Temple 

UArts 

(enrollment only) 

UPenn 

USciences 

 (14) 

Bloomsburg 

CCP 

Indiana (M) 

Lock Haven 

Indiana 

Millersville 

Shippensburg 

Temple 

USciences (E) 

(8 Math,  

8 English) 

Bloomsburg 

Indiana 

La Salle 

Lock Haven 

Millersville 

Shippensburg 

Temple  

USciences 

 (8) 

Bloomsburg 

Drexel 

East Stroudsburg 

Indiana 

La Salle 

Lock Haven 

Millersville 

Shippensburg 

Temple 

UPenn 

USciences 

 (11) 
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E. The Loss-Momentum Framework from the Completion by Design Initiative, Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation 
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F. More about the Indicators 
 
The following provides a summary description of the indicators in the Loss-Momentum 

Framework: 

 

Connection 

Total number of 

applications 

Total number of 

acceptances 

Total number of 

students who enrolled 

The initial point of connection to a college for prospective students is the college admissions 

process – applying, being accepted, and enrolling in an institution. Decisions about where 

students apply are often based on academic and financial considerations; factors of “fit,” such as 

special interests, religious affiliation, campus setting, school and class sizes; and the quality of 

college guidance received related to applying to colleges and securing the necessary financial 

resources.   

 
Entry 

Number of students who 

took developmental math 

courses 

Number of students who 

passed developmental 

math courses 

Number of students who 

took developmental 

English courses 

Number of students 

who passed 

developmental 

English courses 

These indicators assess the placement and success of students in developmental math and 

English courses. Students who are placed into developmental education (remedial) courses must 

successfully complete these courses prior to enrolling in many credit-bearing college-level 

courses. Developmental education courses cover concepts that are considered to be pre-college-

level material.  

 
Progress 

Number of 

students who 

completed first 

semester  

Number of 

students who 

completed first 

year 

Number of 

students who 

completed first 

two years 

Number of students 

who were in good 

standing after two 

years 

Number of students 

who were on track 

to graduation after 

two years 

Several indicators were used to evaluate success through completion of the second year and the 

likelihood of an on-time graduation. A student who is “in good standing” has attained a grade 

point average of 2.0 or greater; but while considered a measure of academic success, being in 

good standing does not point to how many or what type of credits a student has accumulated. 

“On track to graduation” after the first two years is an indicator of credit accumulation sufficient 

to enter the third year as a junior. Students who are in good academic standing and on track to 

graduate presumably are the most likely to graduate within four years.  

 

Completion 

Number of students who 

graduated in four years 

Number of students who 

graduated in six years 
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Without interruption and with a focused course of study, students are expected to complete a 

four-year degree program in four years. The realities of student life, however, often mean a 

longer time to completion. In this study, we evaluated four and six year graduation rates by 

college selectivity. 

 

G. The Colleges and Universities 
 
Twenty colleges and universities submitted information about their incoming freshman cohorts 

between 2003 and 2009 (see page I for complete list).
2
 The colleges from which the City of 

Philadelphia solicited data were diverse in terms of size, type, and cost. 

 

Figure C:  Characteristics of the 20 colleges in this analysis 

  
Number of colleges 
represented in study 

Percentage of 
colleges 

represented in 
study 

  Institutional type     

PASSHE 9 45% 

Private 9 45% 

State-related (Temple) 1 5% 

Community (CCP) 1 5% 

 Selectivity     

Most Competitive 1 5% 

Very Competitive 3 15% 

Competitive 9 45% 

Less Competitive 3 15% 

Noncompetitive 2 10% 

Special 2 10% 

 Location     

Philadelphia 11 55% 

Outside Philadelphia 9 45% 

 Size     

<5,000 students 6 30% 

5,000-15,000 10 50% 

>15,000 4 20% 

Tuition     

<$12,000/year 11 55% 

>=$12,000/year 9 45% 

                                                 
2 Data were received from institutions in Excel spreadsheets. SAS v. 9.3 was used for all data analyses.  
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One of the key college characteristics used in our analysis is college selectivity, based on 

Barron’s Profiles of American Colleges.
3
 In particular, we highlight some of the differences 

between the college trajectories of students in “very competitive” and “competitive” institutions 

and enrollment patterns of graduates from different high school types in colleges of different 

selectivity categories. We also separate out specific analyses related to the Community College 

of Philadelphia, a noncompetitive institution that accepts all applicants.  

 
Figure D: Colleges classified by academic selectivity 
  

Most competitive UPenn 

Very competitive Drexel, Temple, USciences  

Competitive  Bloomsburg, East Stroudsburg, Holy Family, Indiana, Kutztown, La Salle, Millersville, Shippensburg, West Chester 

Less competitive Chestnut Hill, Lock Haven, Slippery Rock 

Not competitive Community College of Philadelphia (CCP), Peirce  

Special Moore College of Art, UArts 

 
 Figure E: Colleges classified by type 
 

PASSHE 
Bloomsburg, East Stroudsburg, Indiana, Kutztown, Lock Haven, Millersville, Shippensburg, Slippery Rock, West 
Chester 

Private Chestnut Hill, Drexel, Holy Family, La Salle, Moore, Peirce, UArts, UPenn, USciences 

State-related Temple 

Community Community College of Philadelphia 

 

 

Many of the colleges represented in this report are among the top 15 institutions attended by 

Philadelphia public high school graduates, accounting for over 51% of college placements 

among public high school graduates, according to a 2010 analysis performed by the School 

District of Philadelphia. Although the data in our study also include students from parochial and 

private high schools, this analysis suggests that the colleges in our study represent a large 

proportion of Philadelphia high school students who went to college from all high school types. 

Figure F below provides an overview of these top 15 colleges. Those highlighted in grey are 

included in our study.   

 
Figure F: Top 15 colleges where 2006-2010 Philadelphia public high school graduates initially enrolled  

 

Top 15 Colleges  Percent of Total Initial College 
Enrollment 

Community College of Philadelphia (CCP) 31.5% 

Pennsylvania State University (multiple campuses) 10.9% 

Temple University 7.5% 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania 3.2% 

Cheyney University of Pennsylvania 2.3% 

                                                 
3 Barron’s Profile of American Colleges, 29th Edition, 2011. Compiled and edited by the College Division of Barron’s Educational Series.  
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Lincoln University 2.0% 

Drexel University 1.8% 

Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania 1.8% 

West Chester University 1.7% 

La Salle University 1.5% 

University of Phoenix 1.5% 

DeVry – Fort Washington 1.3% 

Kutztown University 1.5% 

Millersville University of Pennsylvania 1.1% 

University of Pennsylvania 1.0% 

 
                    (Source: School District of Philadelphia) 
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H. The Students 
 
This study includes over 21,000 first-year full-time students from Philadelphia who enrolled in 

one of the 20 colleges that submitted data between 2003 and 2009. Figure G provides an 

overview of the number and percentage of students enrolling in colleges by selectivity. Over 

one-third (35%) attended the nine PASSHE institutions (categorized as “competitive” colleges) 

represented. A little over a quarter attended “very competitive” universities – institutions such as 

Temple and Drexel (27%). Nearly 30% of the students attended non-competitive colleges, almost 

all of those Community College of Philadelphia enrollees.  

 

 

 

Prior to this report, Philadelphia analyses of college progress and completion patterns included 

only information from public high schools, including neighborhood, special admissions, charter, 

and citywide schools; the inclusion of parochial and private institutions in this data collection 

effort provides opportunities for identifying a citywide profile of Philadelphia students’ success 

in college.  

 

Figure H provides a breakdown of the high schools types from which students enrolling in the 

colleges in our study graduated. Nearly a third of first-year college students in this analysis 

graduated from neighborhood schools. Another third graduated from Archdiocese high schools. 

The next largest group, nearly one-quarter of students, came from special admissions high 

schools (such as Central or Masterman). The remainder graduated from charter, citywide, and 

private high schools. See pages XI-XIV for a list of how individual Philadelphia high schools 

were categorized.4 

 

 

                                                 
4
 School District of Philadelphia designations were used to classify public schools. 

876 
4% 

5751 
27% 

7533 
35% 

786 
4% 

6116 
29% 

282 
1% 

most competitive

very competitive

competitive

less competitive

not competitve

special

Figure G:  Total enrolled college students from Philadelphia high schools represented in the data by college 
selectivity, 2003-2009 entering cohorts 

 

Total = 21,344 students from 

all 20 colleges 
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Figure H: Total enrolled college students from Philadelphia high schools represented in the data by high school 
type, 2003-2009 entering cohorts 

6096 
30% 

6035 
30% 

4680 
23% 

1463 
7% 

1097 
5% 

1029 
5% 

68 
0% 

Archdiocese

Neighborhood

Special admissions

Charter

Citywide

Private

Other Phila

Total = 20,468 students. Note: 
University of Pennsylvania did not 
submit data disaggregated at the 
individual high school level 



 

XII 

 

I. Philadelphia High Schools 
 

Private and Archdiocese 
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Philadelphia High Schools cont’d  
 
Charter and Neighborhood 
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Philadelphia High Schools cont’d 
 
Special Admissions and Citywide 
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Philadelphia High Schools cont’d 
 
Designation Unknown, Alternative, or Other Schools 

 

 


